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f In Parashas Masei, the Torah enumerates forty-two encampments
of the Jewish People during their journey through the Wilderness.
The ba’al korei often rushes through this portion of the keriah, and
we rarely focus on the names and the lessons of these encamp-
ments. Chiddushei HaRim points out that these encampments must

Sa haye great significance, or the

the Torah. He explains that the names of these places allude to the
journeys and experiences that we undergo in our lives. Sometimes
we camp at Marah (bitterness), sometimes we are in Miskah (sweet-
ness). At times we are in Makheilos, surrounded by friends and well-

[{wishers. At times we feel that we are B'k’tzei HaMidbar — lonely and
isolated at the edge of the desert. There are times when we reach Har
Sinai, where it is easy for us to grow spiritually and absorb Torah. But
at other times we become mired in Kivros Hata'avah — where we
struggle with base desires that threaten to pull us down.

(¢ Each one of us must journey from one encampment to another,
from joy to sadpess, from despair to exultation, from rejoicing_to
mouining. We traverse the full gamut of human experiences, the
entire spectrum of moods and emotions, alternating between times
of growth and times of stagnation.
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cress 73 DRATS YIRT NN oRYTIT - You shall possess the Land and settle init. To gssert that the

Land of Israel is central to halachah is as obvious as stating that the Torah contains 613 com-

mandments. A number of published essays have appeared in which the authors averred that

living in the Land o Terselwas not a cenural idea in Judaism, since Maimonides §1Qes ngl count

this as a mitzvah among the 613 commandments. These speculations are not‘mng rpore thap

Lva'iE‘;: histry. Even if one were to maintain Maimonides bpinion, the apparent QIIssion of Fhls

imperative from his list of mitzvos does not render it less important, For example, Nachmanides

dote mor count Maimonides frst commandment, I am the Lord your God who took you out of the

land of Egypt, from the house of bondage (Ex. 20:2), as one of the 613 commandments, but he

@ would never deny that it constitutes a central tenet of Judaism. Omission of a tenet from the list

i of mitzyos does not imply anvthing reg;rdmg its Fentralit)f o Judaism. ‘f s
Opinions have been expressed that living outside Israel was 2 bette.r option o Ortho OXJE‘T;
- of than living in Israel, because while Israel was allegedly rife mth’here?lcs, outside Israel one cou
create insular ghettoes and eliminate such outside influences. Yet with all the ghettoes that Jews
i have created. from Brooklyn to Johannesburg to Gateshead, none was holier than the Lewtev camp .
\? during the Israelites’ [orty-year desert sojourn, the camp where Moses himself lived. Despite the :
sanctity of this encampment, Moses. the most preeminent of prophets be,c_r,g_ed God: Pray let me
cross over and Ser The good Tand that 15 on the other Side of the Jordan (Deuz. 3:25). Moses knew thg[
ever the holiness of the Levite camp itself did not approach that of the Land of Israel. And if

7

Moges himself made such a request. then this same request should be made by ail the purported
:A saints of todav who minimize the significance of living in the Land of Israel.

Halachah has decreed thal a state ol permanent impurity pertains 1o all land outside of Israel,
eguivalent to the impurity associated with a dead body. and that even the air space above these lands
is thus contaminated (Shabbos 15b). On what basis could one even begin to engage in such idle
speculation, to minimize the sanctity of the Land of Israel?

(LF Furthermore, one cannot naively argue that the mitzvah of living in Israel can somehow be sepa-
rated from the exercise of political sovereignty there. Nachmanides (Sefer Hamitzvos, additions to
mitzvos aseh, no. 4) explicitly asserts that both aspects are integral to the mitzvah: For we are enjoined
to possess the land which God gave to our forefathers, Abraham. Isaac, and Jacab, and not forsake it in the

=i+ hands’of others of the peoples, or in desolation.

’5{ The Biblical phrase from which the mitzvah is dertved, And you shall possess the land and settle
iy it, contains dual imperatives: “settle” means colonization of the land, while “possess™ means
governing and controlling the land. The mirzvah of seuling the land is not limited to colonization,
Ts requires conquering and governing as well—maintamning political power ang sovereignty, Both, }
aspects of the mitzvah are fulfilled through the State of Israel

Even if one were to deny a political aspect (o the mitzvah and maintain that the mitzvah only
nefers to colonization. today this distincrion is entirely moot. Although in Nachmanides™ time
is may have been feasible to settle in the Land of Israel without conquering it, none of the con- ’
tenders for sovereignty of the Land today would allow such colenization of Israel by the Jews If
the Jews did not exercise political power in the Land of Israel. they could not settle there either. |

q(And if the Neturei Karta are able to live in the Land of Israel while at the same time protesting i
its very existence, there is irony in that without the existence of the State, they would be unable
todive there. T emmee gD

Tﬁgf_:n'{ﬁg\:gb_gﬂo_sme;_tl_e_, Eretz Yisrael is one of the mitzvos that has not found its rightful place in
Jewish eyes. 1 am not speaking of the Middle Ages. when travelling to Eretz Yisrael and remaining
,[(ltheré'??a?ﬁazardous, as stated by Tosafos (Kesubos 110b): It is not acted upon nowadays because of
the dangers of the journey. In modern nmes, Jews have failed 10 observe this mitzvah properiy. The
establishment of the State has halachic significance, since by its means we shall he able to fulfill the
mitzvah of possessing and settling it. This mitzvah is fulfilled not enly by building up the country
economically, but also by our sovereignty there. The State of Israel is the instrument for the real-

g\ ization of “possessing the land.” (Derashot Harav, pp. 178-180: The Rav Speaks. pp. 136-138)




